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SUBJECT: UP - NP COALITION WITHIN JOHANNESBURG'S CITY COUNCIL 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

1 . SUMMARY. ON MARCH 15, JOHANNESBURG CITY COUNCIL'S 
UNITED PARTY (UP) MEMBERS MADE DEAL WITH NATIONALIST PARTY 
(NP) REPRESENTATIVES TO SHARE SEATS (3 AND 3) ON IMPORTANT 

MANAGEMENT (FINANCE) COMMITTEE, WITH UP LEADER IN CITY 
COUNCIL, J.F. OBERHOLZER, CO TINUING AS CHAIRMAN. RECENT 
ELECTION OF NEW COUNCIL ON MARCH 2 GAVE PROGRSSIVE REFORM 
PARTY (PRPL 19 SEATS, NP 16, AND UP 1 1. THIS IS FIRST 
TIME NP HAS SHARED IN CONTROL OF COUNCIL, HITHERTO 
UP-DOMINATED. END SUMMARY. 

2. FOLLOWING UP-NP DEAL MARCH 15 TO SHARE CONTROL OF 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE, MOST IMPORTANT ONE IN JOHANNESBURG 
CCITY COUNCIL, UP'S PROVINCIAL (TRANSVAAL) LEADER JAPIE BASSON, 
CONDEMNED ACTION AS "INIMICAL TO THE INTERESTS OF THE 
PARTY. IN THIS I HAVE THE UNQUALIFIED SUPPORT OF MOST 
TRANSVAAL MEMBERS OF THE PARLIAMENTARY CAUCUS." UP'S 
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PROVINCIAL HEAD COMMITTEE IS EXPECTED TO MEET ON MARCH 31 
TO DECIDE FUTURE COURSE OF ACTION. ONE OPTION 
IS SUSPENSION OF THOSE UP COUNCILLORS WHO MADE OR 
CONTINUE TO SUPPORT DEAL. IN ANY EVENT, IT WILL REPRESENT 
TEST OF STRENGTH BETWEEN PROVINCIAL AND CITY LEADERSHIPS OF 
PARTY. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


3. THIS IS FIRST TIME NP HAS EVER HAD SHARE OF CONTROL OF 
JOHANNESBURG CITY COUNCIL, HISTORICALLY A STRONGHOLD OF 
OPPOSITION TO ALL NP GOVERNMENTS. SINCE NONE OF THREE 
PARTIES REPRESENTED IN COUNCIL OBTAINED ABSOLUTE MAJORITY OF 
SEATS IN MARCH 2 ELECTION, ONLY WAY NP COULD HAVE BEEN 
DENIED POWER ROL WAS DEAL OR COALITION BETWEEN UP AND 

PRP. BUT PRP, BELIEVING ITS HAND (WITH PLURALITY OF 
SEZATS) WAS STRONG, OVERPLAYED IT AND LOST OUT IN MANEUVERINGS. 
IN FACT, KEY UP MEMBERS IN COUNCIL ARE CLOSER IDEOLIGICALLY 
TO NP THAN TO PRP. OBERHOLZER IN PARTICULAR IS VERY 
CONSERVATIVE ON RACIAL ISSUES AND COULD CONVEIVABLY LEAD 
SMALL GROUP OF COHORTS OUT OF UP. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE IT IS CONJECTURAL HOW SIGNIFICANT WAS 
NP ACHIEVEMENT IN INCREASING ITS SEATS TO 16 IN RECENT 
COUNCIL ELECTION, ITS DEAL WITH UP CERTAINLY REPRESENTS NEW 
POLITICAL HIGH IN JOHANNESBURG, SINCE PARTY CAN REPRESENT 
ITS PENETRATION OF COUNTRY' LARGEST CITY'S POWER 

CENTER AS BOTH PRACTICAL AND SYMBOLIC GAIN. IN ADDITION, 

NP'S UNITY MAY APPEAR EVEN MORE IMPRESSIVE ALONGSIDE 
FRACTRICIDAL FIGHTING WITHN LOCAL UP.IJOHNSON 
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